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of economic assets or stocks from the territory to be occupied by
the German troops to non-occupied territory or abroad. No
disposal to be made of these valuables and stocks now in occupied
territory except in agreement with the Government of the Reich,
it being understood that the German Government shall take into
consideration the vital needs of the population of the unoccupied '
territories" (Article 17).
In practice, the greater part of the occupied zone is placed under
the authority of the Commandant of the German Military Ad-
ministration in France (General Streccius, subsequently General
von Stuelpnagel). The Vichy Government has a delegate-
general in Paris with the rank of ambassador: de Brinon; the
German Ambassador in Paris is Otto Abetz.
The departments of the Nord and Pas-de-Calais are under the
General Commanding-in-Chief for Belgium and the North of
France. The departments of the Haut-Rhin, the Bas-Rhin, and
the Moselle have been definitely reincorporated in the Reich
(speech of Gauleiter Wagner, March 21, 1941).
The Commandant of the Military Administration in France is
assisted by two important departments, one concerned with
administration, the other with economic questions. The territory
is divided into five regions, the chief towns of which are
respectively Paris, Saint-Germain, Angers, Bordeaux, and Dijon.
In each prefecture there is established a 'Feldkommandantur' and
in each sub-prefecture a 'Kreiskommandantur.'
The French Government appoints the prefects, the mayors, and
the municipal councillors, but the German authorities have the
right of veto over all decisions, as well as over the application of
the laws, and issue such regulations as they may wish.
The French courts continue to sit alongside the German
military courts, which deal with all affairs in which Germans
are concerned and with acts of sabotage. The French police is
duplicated by the Gestapo. -
2. THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT
"The French Government is free to choose its seat in the non-
occupied territory, or even, if it so desires, to transfer it to Paris.
In the latter event the German Government undertakes to grant
all necessary facilities to the Government and its central adminis-
trative services, so that it may be enabled to administer both the
occupied and non-occupied territories from Paris" (Article 3).
In actual fact all requests of the French Government with a yiew
to its return to Paris have met with a refusal on the part of the Reich,
and it has been obliged to content itself with sending an ambassador